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TEXT:  Psalm 26:8 
THEME:  I LOVE THE HOUSE WHERE YOU LIVE, O LORD 
 
I love the house where you live, O LORD, the place where your glory dwells. NIV84 
 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ: 
 

It is good to be here with you this afternoon on this happy day as we dedicate this 
wonderful addition to your church, your house of worship, and this tool for your 
ministry in service to our Savior and his people.  Zion Evangelical Lutheran Church 
is my home congregation.  My mother was baptized and confirmed here; I was 
baptized and confirmed here.  My parents, grandparents, and great-grandparents 
are buried in the cemetery here and someday I will be too.   
 
I have many fond memories of this church—not this building, which was built after I 
had moved—but of this congregation.  I remember as a child being so excited for 
the Lenten services and the Passion History shown with a filmstrip projector and a 
record with a little beep to indicate it was time to turn to the next picture.  Oh, we 
were on the cutting edge of technology at the time!  I remember waiting to ring the 
bell with my dad to start the service as soon as we saw the pastor’s car crest the hill 
on Coldwater Road.  I remember Vacation Bible School and bringing water in a milk 
can from our home because there was no running water at church.  I remember the 
little reed pump organ with the bellows you held out with your knees as you pushed 
the pedals, and how one time a mouse ran across the keyboard while Karen was 
playing.  We sang the rest of that service a cappella.  I remember confirmation class 
after school in the chilly basement.  I remember mission festivals with guest 
speakers who served our Savior in far-away lands and then the wonderful dinners 
with each lady of the congregation bringing her very best dish to share.  I remember 
the excitement when the new cement block outhouse was built, which was so much 
nicer than the old wooden one.  I don’t remember a dedication service for that 
though.  I carry a little reminder of that church with me every day—a scar on my left 
thumb from falling down the cement steps leading up to the front door.   
 
Of course that building has been gone for a long time now.  You built this beautiful 
new church building to glorify our Savior-God and serve his people.  A pipe organ 
replaced the little reed organ.  There are indoor bathrooms, hot and cold running 
water, a modern and efficient kitchen, and a comfortable place to study God’s Word.   
 
Now you have built this fine addition to further enhance your ministry.  There is a 
new, inviting entryway and gathering place to welcome member and visitor alike as 
they come to worship our great God.  There is an office where your pastor can study 
God’s Word, prepare sermons and Bible classes based on that study of the Word, 
and where he can give you counsel and guidance from that Word of God for your 
everyday life.  There are classrooms for Sunday school and Bible class—
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opportunities for young and old to learn more of what our awesome God has done 
for us.   
 
And that is why you’ve done all this, isn’t it?  That is why you’ve spent the money, 
why the Builders for Christ came, why so many of you have volunteered your time 
and talents to make this Welcome Center a reality.  Of all the fond memories you 
and I may have of this congregation (and only a few of you have memories older 
than mine now) the reason we love this house is because this is where our Lord 
lives.  This is where week after week we have come to learn of our Lord’s love and 
power, his compassion and patience, his judgments and his forgiveness.  This is 
where we learn of sin and how it separates us from our God and from one another.  
This is where we learn of our total depravity—how we “were sinful from birth, 
sinful from the time [our] mothers conceived [us]” (Psalm 51:5).  This is where 
we learn that by nature there is nothing good in us, that as Paul said, “I know that 
nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature” (Romans 7:18).  This is 
where we learn that we do not make a decision for Christ, but as Jesus tells us, 
“You did not choose me, but I chose you and appointed you to go and bear 
fruit—fruit that will last” (John 15:16).  This is where we learn the Gospel in a 
nutshell:  “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son that 
whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life” (John 3:16).  
This is where we learn that we are saved by Spirit-worked faith and not by our own 
good works:  “For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this 
not from yourselves, it is the gift of God—not by works, so that no one can 
boast” (Eph 2:8-9).  This is where we learn the importance of being together on a 
weekly basis to hear God’s Word, to grow in faith, to support and to be supported by 
brothers and sisters in the faith, as the writer to the Hebrews says:  “Let us not 
give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us 
encourage one another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching” 
(10:25).  And as we look around us, who can deny that the Day—Judgment Day—is 
fast approaching.  “Come, Lord Jesus” (Rev 22:20).    This is where we learn how 
to live as we wait for our Lord Jesus to come:  “Be filled with the Spirit.  Speak to 
one another with psalms, hymns and spiritual songs.  Sing and make music in 
your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything, 
in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.  Submit to one another out of reverence 
for Christ” (Eph 5:18-21). 
 
That is why we “love the house where you live, O LORD, the place where your 
glory dwells.”  May this house of worship and this welcome center always be a 
place that we and many others love because this is where we meet our heavenly 
Father, who created and preserves us, where we meet our Savior, who lived, died, 
and rose for us, and where we meet our Comforter, the Holy Spirit, who gave us our 
saving faith and causes us to grow in godly living.  May this building and our lives 
always be dedicated to the glory of our God.  Amen.                 —Pastor Richard D. Starr 


